
 1

Winsteps 3.66.0 Updates - September 2008 

1. Data setup box: 
Clarify the control+data setup procedure 

 

 Data setup box: Import button box: 
Import from Excel, SAS, SPSS, STATA selection box 

 

2. Data file setup box:  
Reduced in size for smaller windows 

 

3. Excel-SAS-SPSS-STATA format dialog box: 
Add “Find” capability for variable names 

 

4. Excel-SAS-SPSS-STATA format dialog box: 
SPSS imported data include more SPSS variable identification in 
the Winsteps control file 
 

@work_ex = 8E12 ; $C57W5 ; Work Experience 
@educ = 14E15 ; $C63W2 ; EDUCATION 
&END ; Item labels follow: columns in label 
educ ; EDUCATION ; Item 3 : 9-12 

5. Winsteps Analysis window: 
Clarify “Extra specifications” prompt: 

Extra specifications (if any). Press Enter to analyze: 

6. Winsteps Analysis window: 
Control variables: warning if value too long 

7. Winsteps control file: 
EDFILE= permits editing of data by selecting with person and 
item labels. 
Useful for splitting single items into two items 

EDFILE=* 
"????????????????3" 3 M 
"????????????????{~3}" 13 M 
* 

8. Edit file menu: 
Edit Initial Settings: 
Remedy crash with Edit Initial Settings before opening a control 
file 

 

9. Output Files menu: 
Item File IFILE=  dialog box 
Person File PFILE= dialog box 
Customized field selection improvements 
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10. Output Files menu: 
RFILE= dialog box: 
Remove redundant “Column Headings” from interactive  

 

11. Output Files menu: 
IPMATRIX= 
Correction for failure when matrix written to an Excel 2007 file 

 

12. Table 0.2: Iteration report. 
Correction to incorrect iteration number reported 

 

13. Tables 2, 20, 27, 28: Summary maps. 
Percentiles shown under summary distributions 
  

14. Table 3.1: Summary statistics 
Correction to polytomous global d.f.  

15. Table 3.2: Category statistics 
Category percentages for scored categories exclude “missing” 
data. 

 

16. Table 6.1, etc. Item and Person measure tables: 
TOTALSCORE=Yes  
The observed raw score is the default reporting option 

 

17. Table 6.1, etc. Item and Person Measure Tables:  
Point-biserial and point-measure correlations: observed and 
expected values 

 

18. Table 10.3, etc. Distractor/Options: 
CLFILE=  
category identification with the item label or the item entry 
number: 
 
%itemlabel+catnumber name 

CLFILE=* 
%FEDSUPSC+1 Strongly agree 
%FEDSUPSC+2 Agree 
%FEDSUPSC+3 Disagree 
%FEDSUPSC+4 Strongly disagree 
* 
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19. Table 10.3, etc. Distractor/Options: 
 Distractor point-biserials reported: 
PTBIS = All (include the current item in the person score) 
PTBIS = Yes (exclude the current item in the person score)  
PTBIS = No (correlate with the person measure) 
 
Each scored response code is correlated only with the other 
scored codes: 
“1” for target code 
“0” for other scored codes  

20. Table 10.3 etc. Distractor Tables: 
 Explanatory message  

21. Table 12:5: Item map: Rasch-half-point-thresholds 
 
For Rasch-half-point-threshold between categories 1 and 2: 
ASCII=Yes (Default),  .15  
ASCII=No (Drawing characters) .1½ 
ASCII=Webpage (HTML) .1½ 
 

 

22. Tables 12.5, 12.6: Polytomous Item maps 
Category labels shown at the bottom   

23. Table 23: Dimensionality 
Remedied: Crash if only one item to correlate 

 

24. Tables 27.1, 28.1: Person and item subtotals: 
Show pairwise comparisons of classification groups 

 

25. Tables 27 and 28: Person and item subtotals: 
 Decimal places controlled by UDECIMAL= 

 

26. Tables 27 and 28: Person and item subtotals: 
Report the reliability. REALSE= controls “Real” or “Model” 

 

27. Table 30. DIF Table. 
Default-interval-size for Mantel-Haenszel statistics is reduced, 
better approximating conventional raw-score intervals. 
MHSLICE=.01 

MHSLICE = .01 

28. Table 30, etc.: DIF Table 
Welch t-test - 
Adjustment of t-test degrees of freedom based on Welch’s 
approach, where appropriate. 
This reduces the d.f. relative to a standard Student’s t-test, making 
the null hypothesis less likely to be rejected for a given value of t.  
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29. Table 30:  DIF Table 
Splitting a DIF’ed item: procedure explained in Help 

 

30. Tables 30, 31, 33: DIF, DPF, DGF Tables: 
Correction to crash in  computation with large USCALE= (user 
scaling) values 

31. Winsteps graphing: 
Relative measures allowed when plotting multiple ICCs 
Y-axis corrected from “Expected score on item” to “Score on 
item” 

 

32. Plots menu: 
Excel Scatterplot: 
Measures + standard errors 
Disattenuated correlation: 1.0 - in Excel Plot 
Empirical intercept with y-axis  

33. Plots menu: 
Excel Scatterplot:  
Omit deleted persons or items 

 

34. Plots menu: 
Excel Scatterplot: 
Correlation for non-measures  

35. Plots menu: 
Excel Scatterplot: 
User-settable confidence bands in the Excel scatterplot 
  

 


